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“The Impact of Political and Military Structures on Domestic Politics in the Era of President
Fouad Chehab”

Abstract

The era of President Fouad Chehab (1958-1964) marked a transitional phase in Lebanese history, as
he sought to build strong and balanced state institutions. Chehab relied on the army as a stabilizing
force, maintaining its relative neutrality toward sectarian divisions. This policy helped enhance
security and restore trust in official institutions. He also established advanced administrative and
oversight bodies, known as “Chehabism,” aimed at combating corruption and organizing political life.
However, Lebanon’s sectarian and political structure limited the effectiveness of these reforms.
Chehab relied on balancing internal forces with regional and international pressures to preserve state
unity. His experience left a deep mark on Lebanese political life, representing a model that combined
military strength with political reform. Yet, his legacy remains controversial, seen by some as the
foundation of the modern state and by others as the root of expanded security influence. The overlap
between politics and the military created a unique experiment that shaped Lebanon’s stability and
national identity.

Keywords

Political Structure — Army - Political Reform — Sectarianism - Modern State.
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